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1) Lighting for One Who Arrives Home Late at Night

Question:
I have to work late and will not arrive home until several hours after Tzais

haKochavim. What should I do about Ner Chanuka? Should my wife light at the proper
time and I would light when [ return home? Or should everyone wait until I get home?

Answer:
Since it will be after the Zman of Tichle Regel Min haShuk by the time you arrive

home, it would seem that your family should certainly not wait and lose out on the
mitzvah in the proper time. The Tur (0.C. 672) and Mechaber (ibid. Se’if 2) both rule
that it is only Bedi’eved that one may light after the end of the Zman. However, the
general practice is to wait for the head of the household to return home, although it
is not clear if this is a Minhag Vasikin (ancient, established Minhag) or an unfounded
custom.

However, it seems that in our times, the definition of Ad sheTichle Regel Min
haShuk is no longer a half-hour after the beginning of the Zman. Our streets and public
areas are often teeming with activity until close to midnight, and as long as people are
out and about, it should be considered the proper time for lighting. The Rashba in
Maseches Shabbos (21a) writes explicitly that the Shiur depends on the nature of
activity in each location, and the Zman Hadlaka would last as long as stores that sell
oil [for lighting] and similar supplies are open.

Nevertheless, one should not deliberately be lenient Lechatchila, but in a Sha’as
haDechak as described, if the father will return home while people are still present in
the streets and would therefore fulfill Pirsumei Nisa in its fullest sense, it is proper for
the family to wait due to the Mitzva of Kibbud Av. Since the widespread practice is for
the father to be the first to light the Neiros, while surrounded by his family and
children, it would be a bit disrespectful not to wait for him.

This would only apply if you would arrive while there is still activity outdoors
and it would therefore be considered Pirsumei Nisa. However, if you will not return
home until very late when there would no longer be passersby to fulfill Pirsumei Nisa,
your family should not wait and should light the Neiros at the proper time. This would
apply also in places where the Minhag is to light indoors, and if some of your family
will already be asleep by the time you arrive, the family should not wait and thereby
exclude those individuals from Pirsumei Nisa.

In the case when the family lights before the father returns home, it would be
ideal for one of the family members other than your wife to light the Neiros, as a man
is Yotze with his wife’s lighting because of the principle of Ishto k’Gufo. If the husband
has already fulfilled his obligation through his wife’s lighting, he can no longer recite
the Brachos upon lighting the Neiros.
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Tshuva from Rav Asher Weiss:
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2) Lighting Alone in a Hospital Room

Question:
[ am doing a residency which requires me to work at a hospital far from where

[ live until late at night. I am not married. After work, I am too tired to drive home,
and there is a room available for me in the hospital to sleep until the morning. The
room has no windows to the outside. Can I light one tealight in the room by myself
and recite the Brachos?

Answer:
Since this is your lodging for the night you may light there and fulfill the Mitzva.

Ideally, you should have other people [Jews] present at the lighting in order that there
should be Pirsumei Nisa. If you are alone, there is a dispute as to whether you can
recite the Brachos, but you may rely upon the opinions that permit reciting them.

Tshuva from Rav Asher Weiss:
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3) Shlichus for Ner Chanuka, Lighting in Delivery Room

Question:

My wife’s due date is approaching and it is possible that she will deliver the baby
during Chanuka. In the event that we are not home for the entire time of Hadlakas
Neiros, what should we do? Should we have someone go into our house and light for
us? Would he recite a Bracha? What about lighting in the hospital room or outside in
the hospital courtyard?

Answer:
As you have not left your house with the intention to establish the hospital as

your residence, it would seem that your house is still considered your Bayis.
Therefore, you may appoint a Shliach to light there on your behalf but he should not
recite a Bracha when lighting for you. If possible, he should recite the Brachos when
he lights in his own home and then immediately light in your house.

Since you have no established right (“Kvius”) to the particular hospital room,
either for eating or sleeping, and could be moved to a different room at any time at
the discretion of the hospital staff, it would not be a proper place to light and fulfill
your obligation.! This would certainly be true of the hospital courtyard to which you
have no specific connection and would not be considered Ner Ish u’Beiso.

Tshuva from Rav Asher Weiss [related to this topic]:
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L(Editor’s note: See below regarding safety regulations in a hotel that would certainly apply in a
hospital as well.)
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4) Nurse on Night Shift Lighting in Hospital Ward

Question:

I am a nurse and work evening shifts in a hospital in Jerusalem. Every night of
Chanuka, a Menora and candles are brought to each department to be lit at the nurse’s
station [near the break room where we eat dinner]. Could I fulfill my obligation with
this lighting? Can I recite the Brachos on it? Or should I wait to light until I get home
around midnight?

Answer:

Since there is a gathering of people, some of whom will presumably not light any
Menora at all, this could arguably be compared to the custom of lighting Menora in
Shul, which is done with the Brachos. According to some authorities, this was done to
fulfill the obligation of those who would not light otherwise (e.g. itinerant travelers
who slept in the Shul).

Another reason to light at the nurse’s station would be in order to fulfill the
obligation for patients in that ward who have been admitted to the hospital for an
extended stay. For those patients, this would seem to be the correct place to lighting
and you may light to be Motzi them.

Additionally, since you are spending much of the night and even eating a meal
there, perhaps this could be considered a proper place to light. It would seem that you
could light and recite the Brachos in order to be Motzi the others, and then light again
without Brachos when you arrive home.

Tshuva from Rav Asher Weiss [related to this topic]:
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5) Bracha on Seeing Neiros Chanuka

Question:
[ will be working late at an urgent care clinic on some nights of Chanuka. From

past years, | know [ won’t be home until after the Zman. My wife will light the Neiros
at home at the proper time, but they will be out by the time I get home. Should I recite
a Bracha (She’Oso Nisim) when I see Neiros that had been lit in the windows of homes
near the clinic where [ work?

Answer:
The halacha follows the Rishonim who hold that one whose wife has lit at home

and thereby fulfilled his obligation does not recite the Bracha of She’Oso Nisim when
he sees someone else’s Neiros Chanuka. R’ Akiva Eiger writes that when one is Yotzei
through his wife’s lighting, it is as if he has recited the Brachos and lit the candles
himself.

The Mechaber writes (0.C. 676:3) that “One who did not light and is not going to
light that night, and also has no one who will light for him in his home, should
recite Sheo’Oso Nisim when he sees Chanuka candles burning (and Shehecheyanu on
the first night). This implies that only someone who is not planning to light himself
and has no one lighting on his behalf would recite a Bracha (or Brachos) upon seeing
someone else’s Ner Chanuka. However, in Siman 677:3, the Mechaber quotes an
opinion that even someone whose family has lit on his behalf should recite the
Brachos and light the Neiros if he is in a place where there are no Jews.

The Sha’ar haTzion quotes the Ma’amar Mordechai to resolve this contradiction.
Since there is a Mitzva to see the Ner Chanuka to fulfill Pirsumei Nisa, if he is in a
location where there are no Jews, he must light his own Neiros in order to see them.
Once he is obligated to light the Neiros, he must recite the Brachos as well.

In your case, since your wife will have discharged your obligation when she lit,
it is considered as if you have recited the Brachos and lit the Neiros yourself already.
As there will be Neiros lit in the area of your clinic that you will see, you will have no
obligation to light, and therefore should not recite the Bracha of She’Oso Nisim when
you see those lights.

Tshuva from Rav Asher Weiss:
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6) Fulfilling One’s Obligation of Ner Chanuka If He Is In a Different
Time Zone Than His Wife

Question:

[ live in Eretz Yisrael but will be working abroad (in America) during part of
Chanuka. Can I still be Yotzei with my wife’s lighting of the Neiros at home, even
though we will be in different time zones?

Answer:
Strictly speaking, one may always rely on the lighting taking place in his home,

even if he is in a different time zone. The obligation of Ner Chanuka is upon one’s
collective household, and one is still classified as a member of his household even if
he is in a different time zone. Therefore, you may still fulfill your obligation through
your wife’s lighting.

However, the widespread custom amongst Ashkenazim is to light one’s own
Neiros and not be Yotzei with his wife’s lighting.
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7) Lighting in a Hotel Lobby, Electric Menoras

Question:
[ will be in a hotel at a medical conference for part of Chanuka. They forbid

lighting any fires in the rooms or in the dining room. There will only be a table in the
lobby of the hotel for lighting Neiros Chanuka. May I light with a Bracha there? What
about an electric Menora in the room?

Answer:
If there is no other option, you may light in the lobby of the hotel where you are

staying as this is considered part of your home for the duration of your stay. While
this may not be the ideal place for lighting, since safety regulations prohibit fires in
hotel rooms or dining areas, one may fulfill his obligation by lighting Neiros there. You
should absolutely not violate any safety regulations by lighting in your room.

One may not fulfill the obligation of Neiros Chanuka with electric lights. An
actual fire must be lit with either oil or candles. Although there are permissive
opinions among the Poskim, it is clear to me that one cannot fulfill the obligation of
Ner Chanuka (or Ner Shabbos) with electric lights. Every Mitzva d’Rabbanan must be
performed in the manner that it was originally established. Even though electric light
promotes Shalom Bayis and Kavod Shabbos, and there is Pirsumei Nisa on Chanuka
even with an electric Menora, it is not considered Aish (fire). Since Chaza”l established
these Mitzvos to be fulfilled by lighting fire, as electricity had not yet been discovered
in their time, it is obvious that the Takana was to light a fire, and electric lights would
not fulfill the obligation.
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